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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the communication filed on 07/1 6/2008. 

2. Claims 21-23 are new. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 8, 12, 14, 18 and 21-23 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but found unpersuasive. 
Applicant argues that Sullivan's registry server is not a redirection server by 

arguing the registry server does not redirect client's browser to the retrieved home page. 
As in the previous office action, the examiner did not intend to use Sullivan's registry 
server to explain redirecting, but instead used O'Neil to show that redirecting a client's 
web browser to a retrieved web address such as a URL (or a home page identifier) is 
known in the art (O'Neil, col. 6 lines 48-52). Sullivan's registry server can fully function 
as the claimed redirection web site except for redirecting the client's browser (see 
previous office action or rejection of claim 1 below, the registry server performs steps of 
obtaining a timestamp, network connection identifiers, and retrieving a home page 
identifier, but setting a browser's home page is not done by redirecting). It would have 
been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
teachings of Sullivan and O'Neil to redirect client's browser using a redirection server so 
that home page requests of Sullivan can be redirected to their corresponding web 
pages automatically, therefore increase efficiency of Sullivan's system. 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,779 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2152 

Applicant argues that Sullivan teaches away from the invention by using APIs 
and sophisticated devices. The examiner respectfully traverses. Whether or not the 
invention uses APIs is not recited in the claims; further more, Sullivan discloses that a 
client can be a PDA which is a device with limited processing power (Sullivan, [0043]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

6. Claims 1 , 5, 8, 12, 14, 18 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sullivan et al. (US 2002/0085579, hereafter Sullivan), in view 
of O'Neil et al. (US 6,330,71 0, hereafter O'Neil). 

7. For claim 1 , Sullivan discloses a computer implemented method to provide a 
homepage identifier to a client computing device, the method comprising: 

receiving, over a computer network, at a redirection web site (fig. 2, registry 
server, the registry server fully functions as a redirection web site for providing a client 
with home page information as claimed except for redirecting a client's browser), a 
home page request from a client computing device ([0032], lines 3-5, client browser 
looks up a home page in the registry server to request to retrieve a preferred home 
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page), the home page request including a user identifier that identifies a user of the 
client device (fig. 1 , user ID), wherein the redirection web site performs the steps 
including: 

obtaining a timestamp identifying a current time and a current day (abstract, fig. 
1 , [0091], time and date can be used as an identifier in combination with one or more 
other identifier(s) in a n-dimensional request for an appropriate homepage); 

obtaining one or more network connection identifiers that identify one or more 
computer networks to which the client computing device is connected from the home 
page request (fig. 1 , connection identifier specifying home network ... as compared to 
work and home network identifiers in fig. 3 of the specification), 

retrieving, from a nonvolatile storage device, the home page identifier (fig. 1 , 
[0091], a homepage retrieval from the registry); wherein the retrieving further comprises: 

selecting, from the nonvolatile storage device, one or more records that 
correspond to the user identifier (fig. 1, n dimensional record corresponding to user ID), 
wherein the nonvolatile storage device includes records for a plurality of user identifiers 
(fig. 1, user ID); and 

identifying, from the group of selected records, the home page identifier based 
upon the timestamp (fig. 1 , [0091], combination of user ID and current timestamp) and 
the obtained network connection identifiers (fig. 1, connection location ID); 

setting a browser's home page to the retrieved home page identifier by using the 
browser executing on the client computing device to access the home page using the 
retrieved home page identifier ([0032], client's browser displays the preferred home 
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page provided by the server, [0042], [0043], home page on the PDA changes 
dynamically based on home page information retrieved from the server); 

Sullivan does not explicitly disclose wherein the setting of the browser's home 
page includes redirecting the browser executing on the client computing device to a 
retrieved web page (such as the retrieved home page) 

However, O'Neil discloses a redirection response from a redirection server to a 
client device; the redirection response redirects client's browser to retrieve a web page 
corresponding to a redirected URL in the response (col. 6 lines 48-52). 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Sullivan and O'Neil to redirect client's browser using a 
redirection server so that home page requests of Sullivan can be redirected to their 
corresponding web pages automatically, therefore increase efficiency of Sullivan's 
system. 

8. For claim 8, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 1 . Sullivan- 
O'Neil further discloses an information handling system comprising: one or more 
processors; a memory accessible by the processors; a nonvolatile storage device; one 
or more network adapters connecting the information handling system to one or more 
computer networks; and an home page selection tool for selecting a home page 
(Sullivan, fig. 2, registry server with processor, memory, storage device, and network 
adapter for collecting and retrieving homepage from requests made by client devices) 
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9. For claim 14, the claim is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

1 0. For claims 5, 1 2 and 1 8, the claims are rejected as in claims 1 , 8 and 14. 
Sullivan-O'Neil further discloses the obtaining of the timestamp includes retrieving a 
current timestamp from the home page request, wherein the current timestamp 
corresponds to the current time and the current day at the client computing device 
(Sullivan, [0091], date and time information is current timestamp from a user home page 
request when multiple registry keys apply to date and time). 

11. For claims 21 , 22 and 23, the claims are rejected as in claims 1 , 8 and 14. 
Sullivan-O'Neil further discloses the one or more records that correspond to the user 
are arranged in a home page table that corresponds to the user (Sullivan, fig. 1 , table 
with user ID and home page), and wherein the retrieving further comprises: accessing 
the home page table that corresponds to the user identifier (Sullivan, fig. 1, table with 
user ID and home page), wherein the home page table includes a plurality of entries, 
and wherein each entry includes a network identifier field ([0039], home network), a day 
of the week field, a time range field ([0091], day, time, season), and an address field 
(fig. 1, www.gateway.com); selecting one of the entries by matching the obtained 
timestamp with the day of the week field and the time range field and by matching the 
obtained one or more network connection identifiers with the network identifier field; and 
acquiring the identified home page identifier from the address field of the selected entry 
([0091], matching n-dimension keys to acquire home page). 
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Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu T. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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